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Boys Stories - Military Ball
 Mountain Top staff worked with one of our boys to create a great memory.  He wanted to invite one of 
the girls in his high school to the Military Ball.  As a part of the ROTC program he was entitled to participate, 
but there were a “few” details to work out.  Houseparents worked with him to practice asking his favorite girl to 
the event.  They discussed what to say, and ordering the corsage, and getting a proper white shirt, and what tie 
to wear etc.  Staff were delighted to remember their own first dates in the process.  The invitation went well.

 At the last moment his young lady had to cancel due to a family situation, and our boy decided to go 
anyway.  He also decided to take the corsage anyway and during the dance he gave it to one of the girls, who 
turned out to be a Senior!  At the end of the Ball, there was a Senior dance, and she asked him to dance.  It was 
a great end to a fun evening. Memories!

 Our boy shows this same get up and go in lots of areas.  He has been at Mountain Top for a couple of 
years.  He’s on the wrestling and golf teams at school, and a good friend for our other boys.  We’re delighted to 
be part of his progress.

The Mountain Top Board of Directors presented 
Burt the Candler Budd Award during the Local 
Outreach Sunday celebration at Peachtree Road 
United Methodist Church.  Burt’s many years 
of service on the Mountain Top board and his 
leadership on key construction projects are 
appreciated by all.  

 BURT BRIDGES RECEIVES CANDLER BUDD AWARD

Burt Bridges, Rev. Bill Britt, Board Pres. Bob Hovey



HELP US TELL OUR STORY 
Let us know if you would like Gary Stout to present the Mountain Top story to your group. 

Please contact Gary at 706-397-8223 or email gstout@mountaintopboyshome.org.

A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

 What a wonderful Winter Wonderland we’ve experienced this year 
at MTBH.  The guys played in the snow, roasted marshmallows and 
drank hot chocolate during six snow days. What fun they had!

 Thanks to many of you Christmas was extra special. We enjoyed a 
roaring fire, a huge donated Christmas tree, and a visit from Mr. & Mrs. 
Santa Claus. Gifts for the boys were stacked, a smorgasbord of dishes 
filled the table - no one went away hungry. 

 I want to personally thank each of you who donate during the year.  
Time, special events, cash - your acts of kindness are appreciated. Thank 
you for showing confidence in what we are doing in the lives of boys 
placed with us.

 
 Our additional program to keep boys from having to stay in hotels at night is going well.  They stay 
with us until an appropriate placement can be found.  A few of these boys have become part of our regular 
group. We are currently operating both Oakleaf and Dogwood lodges.

 Some staff moved on for various reasons but we were able to hire new qualified people.  After ori-
entation and shadowing experienced staff, the new members are paired with one of our permanent staff.  
Everyone works extra hard here.  There is no “I” in “team”.

 Thank you for all you do, and keep us in your prayers.  Have a most blessed Spring.                                          

Gary

Gary Stout 

 HELEN HINES SURPRISE RECOGNITION
 Helen Hines has hosted our boys for a Christmas dinner 
in her home for years.  The Board of Directors recognized her 
generosity with a special crystal award during a meeting of 
her regular Bible study group.  Lillian Darden, who has been a 
long time helper with the event, was the secret Elf that helped 
us set it up and surprise Helen.



Mountain Top Boys Home is a 501c3 nonprofit organization.
Contributions will be tax deductible for most donors.

DONORS PROVIDE A THIRD OF OUR BOYS’ SUPPORT
We could not serve our boys without the continuing generous support of our many donors.  Space won’t allow 
us to list all of you, but we try to recognize various groups in each newsletter.  Here is a partial list of folks that 
have done special things recently.  Thank you so much for all of your help.

Sunday School Classes & Churches
 * UMC = United Methodist Church
Atlanta—Marietta District UMC
Bethany UMC Women
Bessie McElrath Class McEachern UMC
Bo Thompson Class First UMC Dalton
Concord UMC
Dalton First UMC
Due West UMC
Fairburn UMC
Faith UMC
First UMC of Kennesaw
First UMC of LaFayette
First UMC of Marietta
Friendship Class First UMC Calhoun
J.O.Y. Sunday School Class
John Strother Class First UMC Marietta
LaFayette Presbyterian Church
McEachern Memorial UMC
McGaughey Class First UMC Dalton
Mineral Springs UMC
Mount Vernon UMC
Mount Zion UMC Women
New Hope UMC
N. GA. District UMC Women
Peachtree Road UMC
Salem UMC
Timothy Class Peachtree Road UMC

Individuals & Foundations

Advocate Networks
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bowden
Jane Campbell
K.A. Conway
Billie Jean Erwin
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore French Jr
Gino & Nancy Galardo
The Clarence E. Harris Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Harris
Mr. & Mrs. George Hillegass
Dr. & Mrs. JM Johnson
KB & Nancy Kleckner
Rex Ruff
Helen & Harry Saul Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Charles P. Stephens, Austin Davis 
Foundation
Mel Stowers
Strain Family Association
Vaughan Foundation 
Peggy Wheeles
James White
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 Our boys attended a PLUS POSITIVE seminar in 
March.  PLUS POSITIVE is a non profit organization 
in Atlanta with a mission to build self-esteem, financial 
knowledge and health understanding. 

 Off site activities are good on several levels. This 
seminar offers a great platform for the houseparents to 
discuss issues that the boys have had. Self-esteem is 
important to all of us, but particularly to teens. 

 The boys get to hear from professional presenters 
and learn how these events work.  Staff gets to discuss 
comportment, appropriate dress, and manners expected at 
public events.

BOYS ATTEND PLUS POSITIVE


